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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
On behalf of the Board, Sta� and Team of the Festival, we are so very grateful to our donors, volunteers, supporters 

and attendees for making 2025 a successful year. We were able to execute the 29th anniversary year of the Festival 

for you with over 40 events and activities over the course of five days in multiple venues.  You attended, watched, 

listened, learned, ate, shopped – and even danced with the Oinkari Basque Dancers at the Fair.  We hope you had 

a great time because we sure did.

It is our privilege to bring the Festival to you each October, when we can celebrate the history and cultures of 

sheep ranching in Idaho and in the West.  It is also a time to educate more generations about this history and share 

the stories of the families and the lands that sustain us.

We are hard at work on the 2026 Festival for you and can’t wait to see you in the Wood River Valley of Idaho this 

October 7-11, 2026.

LAURA MUSBACH DRAKE, 
Executive Director

FESTIVAL OVERVIEW & MISSION

WHO WE ARE
The Trailing of the Sheep Festival is a 

five-day, immersive cultural experience 

celebrating the history and stories of 

sheepherding in Idaho and the West.

OUR MISSION
To gather, celebrate, present, 

and preserve the history and 

cultures of sheepherding in 

Idaho and the West.

KEY FOCUS AREAS
• Arts, Culture, and Humanities

• Education and Community 

Engagement

• Preservation of Agricultural Heritage



2025 FESTIVAL IMPACT NUMBERS

SIGNATURE FESTIVAL EVENTS

25,000

Festival 
attendees

1,200

Sheep in the Big
Sheep Parade

194

Volunteers
(970 hours)

171

Students in 22 
Wool Fest classes

85

Dogs competing in 
the Sheepdog Trials

80

Artisan vendors 
and partners at 
the Folklife Fair

41

Events and 
activities over a 
five day period

10

For the Love of 
Lamb restaurant 

locations

3

Cultural dance 
and music 

groups

3

Farm-to-Table 
Dinners featuring 

Idaho Lamb

6

Cooking
classes

Every single minute was so full of joy! Every person involved was so kind. The 
sheep herding out in the open field was so interesting and the sheep-shearing 

demonstration was fabulous.  –  S U E  C . ,  A T T E N D E E
“

”

BIG SHEEP PARADE :  1,200 sheep trail down 

Ketchum’s Main Street, led by ranching families, 

historic sheep wagons, and cultural performers.

NATIONAL QUALIFYING SHEEPDOG 
TRIALS :  One of the country’s premier sheepdog 

competitions features 85+ elite dogs herding sheep 

with precision.

WOOL FEST :  20+ classes teach fiber arts, knitting, 

weaving, and spinning.

SHEEP FOLKLIFE FAIR:  An interactive, hands-on 

celebration, the Fair features sheep shearing demos, Kids’ 

Flu� crafts, traditional music and dance from Basque, 

Scottish, and Peruvian groups, artisan vendors showcasing 

wool products and handmade crafts.

CUISINE EVENTS :  Farm-to-Table Dinners, For the Love 

of Lamb, Lamb Fest at the Fair, cooking classes and the 

Happy Trails Closing Party showcase American Lamb.

HAPPY TRAILS CLOSING PARTY:  Live music, food, 

and vendors in Ketchum Town Square conclude the Festival.



LOOKING AHEAD – 2026 GOALS

THE JOHN PEAVEY LEGACY FUND SCHOLARSHIP :  
The Board has agreed to increase the scholarship amount to $750.00 for a 

student graduating from high school in the Spring/Summer of 2026, 

residing in Idaho, Utah, Montana, Wyoming or Nevada, and planning to 

pursue a degree or trade in the field of Agriculture.

SHEEP GO TO SCHOOL PROGRAM :   Plans have begun to 

relaunch this project in local classrooms in the Wood River Valley and will 

expand into 2026 and beyond to create broader access to educators and 

parents with online resources.

30 TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR: We are excited to celebrate the 

Festival's 30th Anniversary in 2026.  It has been the Board of Directors's 

privilege to preserve the history of sheep in this region, and gather locals 

and visitors together each year to learn more about the culture of sheep 

ranching and sheep herding in Idaho and the West.  We welcome all to 

attend the anniversary of the Festival,  October 7-11, 2026 in the Wood 

River Valley of Idaho. 

ECONOMIC & CULTURAL IMPACT

Operations: $240,424

Specific Event Expense: $164,675

Fundraising & Scholarship: $84,556

Other: $11,418

2025 REVENUE 2025 EXPENSES

Donations/Grants/Sponsors: $160,404

Specific Event Income: $184,553

Starry, Starry Night Fundraiser: $78,341

Other: $23,764

Economic Impact  - $7.5 MILLION

PR Impressions - 171 MILLION

PR Ad Value Equivalent - $4.1 MILLION



HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT!

DONATE TODAY
Your donations keep the Festival alive and the history and culture of the industry thriving. 

Join The Flock monthly giving circle and get exclusive perks.

VOLUNTEER Be a part of the team that makes it happen each October.

STARRY STARRY NIGHT FUNDRAISER
Join us at our annual fundraising event themed “Under the Western Sky” on June 18, 2026, at The Argyros 

Performing Arts Center in Ketchum. 

SUPPORT THE JOHN PEAVEY LEGACY FUND
Your support honors our beloved co-founder, John Peavey, by funding scholarships and sustaining the Festival’s mission.

VISIT TRAILINGOFTHESHEEP.ORG



DONORS, PARTNERS & COLLABORATORS

FESTIVAL SPONSORS 
AND SUPPORTERS

FESTIVAL GRAND SPONSOR
▪ The Chamber - Hailey and The 

Wood River Valley

FESTIVAL PREMIER  SPONSORS
▪ American Lamb Board
▪ D.L. Evans Bank
▪ Kathryn and Ray Etcheverry
▪ Idaho Commission on the Arts
▪ Martha Jennings
▪ Marcia and Don Liebich
▪ Joyce and Doug McCallum
▪ Sally and Marc Onetto
▪ Silver Creek Outfitters
▪ The Page Foundation
▪ The Springcreek Foundation
▪ Spur Community Foundation
▪ The Martine and Dan Drackett Family 

Foundation, Inc.
▪ Thurston Charitable Foundation
▪ Visit Sun Valley 

FESTIVAL PATRONS
▪ American Border Collie Association, Inc.
▪ Lyn and David Anderson
▪ Judy Bachman
▪ Carl Bontranger
▪ Kathleen and Henry Etcheverry, Etcheverry 

Sheep Co.
▪ First Lite
▪ Elaine and John French
▪ Deana and Morley Golden
▪ Peggy Goldwyn
▪ Gooding Basque Association
▪ Idaho Wool Growers Association
▪ Martha Jennings
▪ Kathy and Brad Nysether
▪ POWER Engineers, Inc.
▪ Producers Livestock Marketing Association
▪ Putnam Family Foundation
▪ Shirley and Gordon Rock
▪ Krista Lida Simor
▪ The Team Snepp Charitable Fund
▪ Candida Snowden
▪ Jennifer Speers, My Good Fund Trust
▪ The Swig Foundation, Carol Swig
▪ Sharon Twigg-Smith
▪ Joan and John Valaas
▪ Maryanne and Jerry Whitcomb
▪ Zenergy 

FESTIVAL BENEFACTORS
▪ Marriner and Leni Eccles
▪ Elizabeth Guerin Dickinson
▪ Barbara Curry-James
▪ Kate and Robert Fick
▪ Jennifer and Jaime Forese
▪ Susan Gisler
▪ Vicki and Mike Guerry
▪ Nancy and Charles Hogan
▪ Idaho Rangeland Resources 

Commission
▪ Kiwanis Club
▪ Deborah and John Kwan
▪ Joanne Nissen
▪ Jennifer and Peter Roberts
▪ Rocky Mountain Sheep Marketing Association
▪ Lois Rosen
▪ Janet Schaumburg
▪ Linda and Robert Vallee Jr.
▪ Diana and Mallory Walker
▪ Wood River Lions Club

FESTIVAL SUPPORTERS
▪ Sieben Ranch Co, Nina and John Baucus
▪ Katie Boies
▪ Carl Bontrager
▪ Betty Drumheller
▪ Mary and John Eagle
▪ Gardner Ranches, Kathryn and Robert Gardner
▪ Helle Rambouillet, Karen and John Helle
▪ Karen Peavey and Loran Judy
▪ Geraldine and Lawrence Kupper
▪ Susan Kay Lang
▪ Jack Lane
▪ Brad and Teresa Little Philanthropic Gift Fund
▪ Picabo Livestock Co., Inc., Sharon and Nick 

Purdy
▪ Al McCord
▪ Margaret W. Reed Foundation, Mary Lou Reed
▪ Susan Reinstein and Brian Ross
▪ Jerry Sei�ert
▪ Gwen Thomas
▪ Utah Wool Marketing Association
▪ Julia and Je� Ward
▪ Western Range Association 

SHEEPDOG SPONSORS
▪ Shannon and Dan Aja
▪ Candice Ancho
▪ Judith Anderson
▪ Susan Holley and James Armistead
▪ Mary Arnold
▪ Bark N Purr, Jen Willett
▪ Barbara Boyer
▪ Susan and Brian Buckley
▪ Carla Bu�ngton
▪ Annie and Chad Carper
▪ Nicole Castle
▪ Beverly and Kevin Cobb
▪ Elizabeth Guerin Dickinson
▪ Alexis Drake
▪ Hayden Drake
▪ Betty Drumheller, In Memory of John Drumheller
▪ Pam Feld
▪ Tracy Dana Fechter
▪ Jennifer and Jamie Forese
▪ Nancy Foster
▪ Laurie and Ross Garber
▪ Sue Gisler
▪ Jean Hall and J. Eddy
▪ Mary Ann and Mike Harper
▪ Je� Harper
▪ Gundl Haskell
▪ Carol Henry
▪ Nancy and Charles Hogan
▪ George Imel
▪ Martha Jennings
▪ Yvette Karchesy
▪ Abbey Kramer
▪ John Laxson
▪ Michael Leiter
▪ Marie Lerch
▪ Maureen and Erv Lischke
▪ The Lundin Family
▪ April and Bob MacLeod
▪ Mary and Stephen Malkmus
▪ Charles McConnell
▪ Jeanne and Nick Mowlds
▪ Milly Mullarky
▪ Roxy and Ed Musser
▪ Nevada Wool Growers Association
▪ Kathy and Brad Nysether
▪ Susan Passovoy
▪ Karen and Andrew Porth
▪ Nancy Quaife
▪ Carol and Marc Quilici
▪ Barbi Reed, In Memory of Gary 

Hornbuckle
▪ Janet Schaumburg
▪ Kathy Seal
▪ Carol and Les Shanahan

▪ Karen Snepp, In Memory of Karl & Sue Snepp
▪ JoLynda Stillman
▪ Janice and Michael Tancredi
▪ Gwen Thomas
▪ Thurston Charitable Foundation
▪ Gabrielle Tierney
▪ Dana and Jack Topel
▪ Gerry and Mike Turner
▪ Jeannie Wailes
▪ Gwen Walters
▪ Annie Williams, In Memory of John Peavey
▪ Julie Wilson, In Honor of Karen Linden

FESTIVAL FRIENDS
▪ Allegra Anderson
▪ C. Allen
▪ Janet Gallimore and Glynn Barron
▪ Freda Cenarrusa
▪ Carl D. Cheney
▪ Joan Davies
▪ Peggy Dean
▪ Alicia Dredge
▪ Alexander Dunlap
▪ Rob Ellingson
▪ Dominique Etcheverry
▪ Julie Firestone
▪ Corey Graham
▪ Priscilla Growney
▪ Margaret and Jim Hinson
▪ Wendy and Jim Jaquet
▪ Martha Jennings
▪ Dolores and Larry Jewett
▪ Kyle Johnson
▪ Alice Lane
▪ Silvia and Richard Lockyer
▪ Willa and Jim McLaughlin
▪ Patricia and Je� Mooney
▪ Robert Newman
▪ Katherine Patterson
▪ J. Taylor Phillips
▪ Picabo Livestock Co, Inc., Sharon and Nick Purdy
▪ Frank Shirts Jr.
▪ Soulen Livestock
▪ Margie and Bill Sparrow
▪ Rebecca Teasdale
▪ Kelli Young 

FESTIVAL BOOSTERS
▪ Marcie Abrasho�
▪ Alpine Lodging - Sun Valley
▪ Allegra Anderson
▪ Mary Arnold
▪ Kimberly Baker
▪ Josi Barinaga
▪ Kristen Brubaker
▪ Carla Bu�ngton
▪ Joan Davies
▪ Rachel Evenson
▪ Sally Horn
▪ Silvia and Richard Lockyer
▪ Linda Bondurant and Steve Lundin
▪ Margaret Maxwell
▪ Sue and Bill Myers
▪ Edith Ogella
▪ Susan Passovoy
▪ Megan and Jake Peavey
▪ J. Taylor Phillips
▪ Amy Roche
▪ Robin and Thomas Smith
▪ Tammy and Jim Snee
▪ Linda Spencer
▪ Mary S. Stuman
▪ Camille Telleen
▪ Deborah Willbur 

FESTIVAL PARADE SHEEP SPONSORS
▪ Mary Adams
▪ Candice Ancho



▪ Sherry Bittner
▪ Katie Boies
▪ Paul Boucher II
▪ Andrea Bourne, In Memory of My Grandfather
▪ Barbara Boyer
▪ Mark Bricker
▪ Kristin Brubaker
▪ Susan and Brian Buckley
▪ Carl D. Cheney
▪ Betty Drumheller
▪ Susan Emmons
▪ Jennifer and Jaime Forese
▪ Kim and Je�rey Gore
▪ Joyanna Grinnell
▪ Ann Hoomany
▪ Diane James
▪ Yvette Karchesy
▪ Brook Kennaugh
▪ Rae Kozlowski
▪ Sayoko Kuwahara
▪ Geraldine and Lawrence Kupper
▪ Alice Lane
▪ Kris Larson
▪ Michael Leiter
▪ Benny Mullins
▪ Kathy and Brad Nysether
▪ Rourke O'Brien
▪ Dennis O'Sullivan
▪ Carolyn and Mike Patterson
▪ Brenna and Cory Peavey
▪ Dolores and Andy Sevier
▪ Robin and Thomas Smith
▪ Patricia Stevenson
▪ Carol Stokes
▪ John R. Tyson 

THE JOHN PEAVEY LEGACY FUND
▪ Lynn and David Anderson
▪ Teresa Jordan and Hal Cannon
▪ Riley Davis
▪ Midge Farkas
▪ Elaine and John French
▪ Flat Top Sheep Co.
▪ Susan Gisler
▪ Karen and John Helle, Helle Rambouillet
▪ Sally Horn
▪ Lisa Bell Hutchins
▪ Meg Glaser
▪ Sabine Johnson
▪ Karen Peavey and Loren Judy
▪ Liz Keegan
▪ Page Klune
▪ Leslie Lanahan
▪ Tracy Landauer
▪ Jane and John Lundin
▪ Mila and Marty Lyon
▪ Claudia McCain
▪ Martha Page
▪ Diane Peavey
▪ Tom Peavey
▪ Judy Steinbock
▪ Paul A. Taylor
▪ Carol and Keith Waller

THE FLOCK
 WOOLLY BENEFACTORS
▪ Elizabeth Guerin Dickinson
▪ Gundl Haskell
▪ Mary and Frank Muguira
▪ Linda Stirling

EWE FRIENDS
▪ Heather and Tim Filgate

LAMB BOOSTERS
▪ Elena Arosteguy
▪ Michelle Bendetti
▪ Laura Musbach Drake
▪ George Imel
▪ Carolyn and Mike Patterson
▪ Jacob and Megan Peavey

▪ Lisa Sewell, In Memory of Soledad & Pedro 
Onaindia - Sheepherders from Spain

▪ Susie and Dan Wilson

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
MONUMENT DONORS
▪ Barbara Bentley
▪ Dominique Etcheverry
▪ Abigail and Ford Garner
▪ Lisa and Mark Hutchins
▪ Linda Lord-Johnson
▪ Mary Lou Ernaga Patzkowski
▪ Anna Verrinder
▪ Kelli Young

STARRY STARRY NIGHT
FUNDRAISER

SPONSORS
▪ Cindy Theobald Real Estate
▪ D.L. Evans Bank
▪ Knit + Needle
▪ Morgan Stanley
▪ Pam Colesworthy Real Estat

DONORS
▪ Elaine French
▪ Mardi Shepard
▪ Worth Printing

EVENT SUPPORTERS
▪ Atkinsons' Market
▪ Best Western Tyrolean Lodge
▪ Chuao Chocolatier
▪ Crush + Bow
▪ Dandies Vegan Marshmallows
▪ Davis Embroidery
▪ DeLlalo
▪ Dewey, Pickette and Howe
▪ European Imports
▪ Grand Teton Lamb
▪ Idaho Hat Bar
▪ Lasso Photo Co.
▪ Limelight Hotels
▪ Lorna's Catering
▪ Napoleon
▪ Sierra Nevada Cheese Company
▪ Silver Fox Catering
▪ Sun Valley Distillery
▪ Sun Valley Property News
▪ The Argyros
▪ The Buzz Nature's Soda
▪ The Event
▪ Wood River Sustainability Center
▪ Worth Printing

MEDIA PARTNERS
MEDIA SPONSOR
▪ Sun Valley Property News

CREATIVE SPONSOR
▪ Dark to Light Productions

PARTNERS
▪ Boise State Public Radio
▪ Eye on Sun Valley
▪ Idaho Mountain Express
▪ Mountain Living
▪ On Land
▪ Sheep Industry News
▪ Source Sun Valley
▪ Sun Valley Magazine
▪ Wood River Weekly

FESTIVAL SPECIAL GIFTS
▪ Albertsons
▪ American Sheep Industry Association
▪ B & G Dirtworks, LLC
▪ Ball Brothers Meat
▪ Bigwood Bread Bakery & Cafe
▪ Blaine County

▪ Blaine County School District
▪ Blaine County Waterways
▪ Boise River Lamb
▪ Carol Waller, CW Communications
▪ City of Hailey
▪ City of Hailey - Street Department
▪ City of Ketchum
▪ Clear Creek Disposal
▪ Climate Action Coalition of the Wood 

River Valley
▪ D.L. Evans Bank
▪ Darby Northcott, 3/D Ranch
▪ Davis Embroidery 
▪ Dominique Etcheverry, by Dominique, Inc.
▪ Emmanuel Episcopal Church
▪ Environmental Resource Center
▪ Far & Wise
▪ Faulkner Land & Livestock
▪ Flat Top Sheep Co.
▪ Girl Scouts
▪ Grand Teton Lamb
▪ Grocery Outlet
▪ Hailey Cemetery Maintenance District
▪ Hailey Public Library
▪ Idaho Lumber/Ace Hardware
▪ Idaho Mountain Express
▪ Idaho Shakespeare Festival
▪ Jay Cutler Event Services, LLC
▪ Jon Gilmore, Sawtooth Property Service LLC
▪ Judy Stoltzfus/Judy’s Design House
▪ Ketchum Computers
▪ Key Club
▪ Kiwanis of Hailey and the Wood River Valley
▪ Lasso Photo Co. 
▪ Lava Lake Lamb
▪ Lynn Johnson
▪ Mayhem Marketing
▪ Meg & Co. Designer Homes
▪ Michael Edminster
▪ Mountain Media, LLC
▪ Mountain West Bank
▪ MSCL Men’s Second Chance Living Options
▪ Party Center
▪ Pendleton Woolen Mills
▪ RE/MAX Sun Valley
▪ Ryan’s Mountain Rentals
▪ Sabina Dana Plasse
▪ Sam Boyd, CPA
▪ Schwandt Family/Jaz Ranch
▪ SCORIA Vineyards
▪ Steven Hatcher
▪ Sun Valley Distillery
▪ Sun Valley Transfer & Storage
▪ Syringa Mountain School
▪ The Argyros Performing Arts Center
▪ The Chamber - Hailey and The Wood 

River Valley
▪ The Community Library
▪ The Community Table 
▪ The Grange Hall 
▪ The Sage School
▪ The Trailhead Bicycles
▪ The Valley Club
▪ theEvent
▪ Trail Life Troop
▪ Upper Big Wood River Grange
▪ Visit Idaho
▪ Visit Sun Valley
▪ W.A.T.E.R. Club
▪ Warfield Distillery & Brewery
▪ Webb Landscape
▪ Western Landowners Alliance
▪ Wood River Weekly
▪ Worth Printing
▪ Wyoming Livestock Roundup

*We apologize for any omissions or errors to 
this list.



BE A PART OF ANOTHER YEAR OF STORIES!

For more information, contact Laura Musbach Drake.

Email: laura@trailingofthesheep.org   |   Phone: 208.720.0585   |   trailingofthesheep.org 

Trailing of the Sheep Festival, PO Box 3692, Hailey, Idaho 83333


