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“Snow College agricultural student Dakota Monroe selected as the 2026
recipient of The John Peavey Legacy Fund Scholarship”

The Trailing of the Sheep Festival is pleased to announce the awarding of the annual John Peavey
Legacy Fund scholarship to Dakota Monroe of Minersville, Utah. Monroe will be attending Snow
College in Ephraim, Utah this fall, studying agriculture with a focus on livestock and equine science.

' 'r | " Upon hearing she was selected for the award, she remarked, "I am proud
to accept the John Peavey Legacy Scholarship and represent the

values it stands for. Agriculture is my passion, and I am committed to

7 ' - building a future where I can contribute and advocate for

this industry."

Monroe noted in her scholarship application essay:

“Growing up on a cow calf operation in rural Utah has shaped every
part of who I am. My earliest memories are tied to the land, the
livestock, and the people who taught me what it means to work hard,
show up, and take responsibility. Agriculture isn’t something I
discovered later in life, it's the foundation I was raised on. It has taught
- me lessons that I carry into every part of my life, and it has given me a
" sense of purpose that guides my future.

My family’s ranch is where I learned what real work looks like. We run a cow—calf operation and grow
our own feed, which means there is always something that needs to be done. From feeding and
fencing to irrigating, calving, plowing, seeding, cutting crops, throwing bales, and caring for horses, I
grew up doing the kind of work that doesn’t wait for good weather or a convenient schedule.

Agriculture has taught me values that have shaped my character. I've learned selflessness, because
animals depend on you whether you feel like working or not. I've learned responsibility, because a
missed chore can have real consequences. I've learned perseverance, because ranching doesn’t stop
for weather, exhaustion, or setbacks. I've learned adaptability, because plans change fast and you have
to adjust. I've learned patience, especially with horses and young livestock. I've learned humility,
because nature always has the final say. And I've learned self-reliance and critical thinking, especially
the first time my dad left me in charge of the ranch for a few days. I was nervous, but I handled
everything feeding, watering, checking cows, managing problems and I realized that I am capable,
dependable, and trustworthy. That experience changed the way I see myself.


http://www.trailingofthesheep.org/

At Snow College, I plan to study agriculture with a focus on livestock and equine science. My goal is to
build a career in the livestock and equine industry, combining my hands-on experience with formal
education. I want to deepen my understanding of animal science, improve my horsemanship, and
eventually return to the ranching world with the skills needed to help operations adapt to changing
environmental and economic challenges. I care deeply about sustainable ranching, land stewardship,
and the future of rural communities. I want to be part of the next generation of agricultural leaders
who protect our traditions while embracing innovation.

The John Peavey Legacy Fund Scholarship matters to me because it represents the values I was raised
with hard work, community, stewardship, and dedication to the land. John Peavey’s legacy reflects
the same principles that guide my life: commitment to agriculture, respect for Western heritage, and
service to rural communities. Receiving this scholarship would not only help me financially with
tuition, housing, and books, but it would also be an honor to carry forward a legacy rooted in the same
values I strive to uphold.”

History of The John Peavey Legacy Fund Scholarship

A third generation Blaine County, Idaho, sheep rancher, John and his wife, Diane Josephy Peavey,
created, actively supported, and fostered the Trailing of the Sheep Festival into what is now an
internationally recognized event celebrating the history and cultures of sheep ranching in Idaho and
the West.

An icon of the Sun Valley community, John actively kept up his work and fostered his passions until
his passing in June of 2024, at the age of 90. While he had many impressive achievements throughout
his life - as a family man, rancher, national agricultural advocate, and Idaho State Senator - the
Trailing of the Sheep Festival was very special to him as it allowed him to share his love of the sheep,
the land, and his many stories which helped educate and inspire both local residents and visitors from
around the world.

As a tribute to John, the Festival launched The John Peavey Legacy Fund in 2024. Donations to this
Fund are being used to support this annual scholarship, as well as John’s legacy to carry out the
Festival’s mission to gather, celebrate, present, and preserve the history and cultures of sheepherding
in Idaho and the West.

The Festival Board allocated $750.00 for the award this year. Upon hearing about the scholarship, an

anonymous Festival donor matched the award amount so Monroe is being awarded $1,500.00 for her
studies.
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Media Contacts:
Laura Musbach Drake, Director, Trailing of the Sheep Festival, 208.720.0585, laura@trailingofthesheep.org

Carol Waller, Festival PR, CW Communications, 208.720.3965, carol@cw-communications.com
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